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§ 704.4 Board responsibilities.

(a) General. A corporate credit
union’s board of directors must ap-
prove comprehensive written strategic
plans and operating policies, review
them annually, and provide them upon
request to the auditors, supervisory
committee, and NCUA.

(b) Operating policies. A corporate
credit union’s operating policies must
be commensurate with the scope and
complexity of the corporate credit
union.

(c) Procedures. The board of directors
of a corporate credit union must ensure
that:

(1) Senior managers have an in-depth,
working knowledge of their direct
areas of responsibility and are capable
of identifying, hiring, and retaining
qualified staff;

(2) Qualified personnel are employed
or under contract for all line support
and audit areas, and designated back-
up personnel or resources with ade-
quate cross-training are in place;

(3) GAAP is followed, except where
law or regulation has provided for a de-
parture from GAAP;

(4) Accurate balance sheets, income
statements, and internal risk assess-
ments (e.g., risk management measures
of liquidity, market, and credit risk as-
sociated with current activities) are
produced timely in accordance with
§§ 704.6, 704.8, and 704.9;

(5) Systems are audited periodically
in accordance with industry-estab-
lished standards;

(6) Financial performance is evalu-
ated to ensure that the objectives of
the corporate credit union and the re-
sponsibilities of management are met;
and

(7) Planning addresses the retention
of external consultants, as appropriate,
to review the adequacy of technical,
human, and financial resources dedi-
cated to support major risk areas.

§ 704.5 Investments.
(a) Policies. A corporate credit union

must operate according to an invest-
ment policy that is consistent with its
other risk management policies, in-
cluding, but not limited to, those relat-
ed to credit risk management, asset
and liability management, and liquid-

ity management. The policy must ad-
dress, at a minimum:

(1) Appropriate tests and criteria, if
any, for evaluating standard invest-
ments and investment transactions
prior to purchase; and

(2) Risk analysis requirements for
any new investment type or trans-
action, not previously owned or mar-
keted by the corporate credit union,
considered for purchase by the cor-
porate credit union and/or for sale to
members.

(b) General. All investments must be
U.S. dollar-denominated and subject to
the credit policy restrictions set forth
in § 704.6.

(c) Authorized activities. A corporate
credit union may invest in:

(1) Securities, deposits, and obliga-
tions set forth in Sections 107(7), 107(8),
and 107(15) of the Federal Credit Union
Act, 12 U.S.C. 1757(7), 1757(8), and
1757(15), except as provided in this sec-
tion;

(2) Deposits in, the sale of federal
funds to, and debt obligations of cor-
porate credit unions, Section 107(8) in-
stitutions, and state banks, trust com-
panies, and mutual savings banks not
domiciled in the state in which the cor-
porate credit union does business;

(3) Corporate CUSOs, as defined in
and subject to the limitations of
§ 704.11;

(4) Marketable debt obligations of
corporations chartered in the United
States. This authority does not apply
to debt obligations that are convertible
into the stock of the corporation;

(5) Asset-backed securities; and
(6) CMOs/REMICs that meet the Fed-

eral Financial Institutions Examina-
tion Council High Risk Security Test
(HRST) requirements.

(i) The HRST must be prepared quar-
terly on all CMOs/REMICs, documented
and reviewed by an appropriate com-
mittee, and retained while the instru-
ment is held in portfolio and until com-
pletion of the next audit and NCUA ex-
amination.

(ii) A corporate credit union’s board
of directors must approve at least
three prepayment models for CMOs/
REMICs unless a median estimate from
an industry-recognized information
provider is used. These approved mod-
els must be used consistently for all
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